Hi, I’m Ben and I’m almost 3.  My mum says that like most three year olds, I can flip between terrific and terrible at a moment’s notice, but mostly I’m terrific.  Everyday I’m finding out new stuff.  Here are ten things that you should know about me:

1. I love all things with wheels and when I see people with walkers like mine, young or old, I love to call out “Go! Go! Go!”  I’m a regular on the Freshwater-Cairns leg of the Kuranda train...”Toot!  Toot!”

2. I’m a master chef in the making...my banana bread is to die for. 

3. I love going for coffee, even though my coffee is just milk.  

4. I know a lot about girls...at day care they call me Casanova.  A few kisses and a little “please” [pronounced “peas”] can pretty much win any heart!

5. I’m very helpful around the house...I like doing dishes and gardening (well...mostly I like playing in bubbles and dirt).  

6. I have a definite need for speed...I love swings and merry-go-rounds.  You should see me go through shopping centres on my K-Walkers.  If you see the crowds parting and a women running behind a very handsome boy yelling “WATCH FOR PEOPLE’S FEET”, you’ll know the handsome boy is me.

7. I’m also master of the “motes” or the remote as my mum and dad calls it...I know exactly how to get it to play the Wiggles and Bob the Builder.

8. I love to swim at home.  Water gives me freedom of movement. 

9. At the moment I think standing is really cool...I’ve been practicing a lot and I can do it for a minute.  I might be able to do it longer but as soon as start dancing I fall over, dancing takes a bit more balance and core strength (whatever that is) than I have at the moment.  That doesn’t stop me from singing along though.

10. I have a type of cerebral palsy called spastic diplegia.  It makes my leg muscles very tight.  What other kids learn naturally when it comes to sitting, crawling, standing and walking, I have to learn through lots of hard work, therapy and repetition.  My mum, dad and I are hoping that FNQ Cerebral Palsy Support Group Inc. will work with my existing therapists (who are busy, busy, busy) to set me further along the path to my biggest goal...walking. 

